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SHLECTMEN’S REPORT.
Tue Sexectmen charge themselves with the following items, viz :—
Collector’s lists reported by the Auditors, March 7, 1850
Assessment of State Tax
County Tax
¢
Sg

Schoo! Tax
Town Tax

Literary Fund received in June, 1850
Cash received of the County
of the State for Railroad Tax
&
of J. L. Sinclair for land
rf
of Noah Robinson town agent

1412.19
526.66
737.31
1053.31
2060.89
114.65
222.50
367.44
10.00
386.86

$6891.8}

Which is accounted for as follows :

Paid

for External

Poor the

Past

Year,

st

Paid Joseph Knowles’ bill for doctoring in District No. 1
Robert E. Merrill’s bill for doctoring —
¢ John Sanborn’s bill for doctoring
“ O. Ayer’s bill for doctoring in 1849
« A. A. Moulton’s bill for doctoring at the town farm
“ Simeon Taylor’s bill for the support of his family
_ © 8B. Gilman & Co’s bill of necessaries for paupers
“ Lang & Stevens’ bill of
.

12.00
11.89
16.05
5.00
12.69
28.00
11.62
16.53

«

*
'

4

Paid J. Q. A. Eager’s bill for the support of Thomas Chattel
74
Augustus Doe’s Dill for the support of
Joseph Knowles’ bill for doctoring Joel Dockam’s
family
Thomas M. Sanborn’s bill for doctoring iin District
Nos. 2 and 3
Town of Concord for support of Gorill Corliss
John Davis 2d bill of journey to Concord and Hopkinton
Edward Chase’s bill for rent of house for D. S. Piper
Alvah Graves’ bill for boarding: H, Sanborn in 1846 |
John W.'Towle’s bill for horse hire on account of
paupers
Crosley Smith’s bill for the support of Mrs. J. Senter

Alvah Bickford’s bill for the support of Sally Cotton
_ A. Busiel’s bill of wood for pauper
_ Sullivan Bryant for taking care of J. Berry
Polly Fogg for balance due on account of J. Foge
E. H. Smith’s award made by referees
Referees bill

Marquis D. Robinson’s bill of wood for Moses Kenney

Samuel B. Cram’s bill of
3
x
J. Neal Jr’s bill of wood for Mrs. Farrar
Daniel Hilton’s bill for coffin for Mrs. Crellis and
J. Fogg
Moultonboro’ town clerk
John V. Barron’s bill for necessaries for paupers
Moses Plumer’s bill for
2]
at the town farm
Moses Plumer’s bill for wheels, harness &c.
at the town farm

C. W. & R. K. Parker’s bill for necessaries for paupers
$669.02

Paid

Current Expenses,

as follows :

————

Paid Daniel M. Gale for paying State tax, March 1850
‘

James Bell’s bill to March

“cc

John Davis 2d amt. reported due him March 1850
T. H. Holland amt,
4)

$b

1850

0.25
54.00
30.02
136.78

5
Paid Interest on Richard Davis’s note
66

J. G. Dow bounty on wild cat
Expense getting money from the State Treasurer
R. M. Merrill’s bill for blank book
J. K. Young’s bill of services as superintending school
committee

Giles Leach’s bill
¢
=
Francis Reed’s bill
e
Kg
Warren Lovell for balance due him on settlement
C. O. Osgood’s bill for boarding selectmen in March 1850
Gideon Piper interest on note
Moses Plumer for note and interest
George A. Leavitt’s bill for military in 1°49
T. H. Holland’s bill for postage and stationery
T. H. Holland’s bill for Railroad fare
S. Bean for justice fees
Keach & Seaver’s bill for printing
_ Auditor’s bill for March 1850

Eleazer Young’s bill for boarding selectmen
State tax
County tax

S. W. Mead’s bill of abatements for 1849
Smith Swain’s bill for stationery
Interest on Ira Woodman’s note
‘Stephen J. Pitman’s bill for services as town clerk

William Pike’s bill for boarding selectmen and repairing
town house
John Davis 2d bill for services asg selectman

S. Swain’s bill for
%
by
T. H. Holland’s bill for
2
=
Taylor L. Grant’s bill of abatements for 1847
Taylor L. Grant’s billof
“
1848
Taylor L. Grant’s billof
“
1849
Taylor L. Grant’s billof
“
1850
EF. 8. Pitman’s bill of
f
1848
Freeman S. Pitman’s bill for boarding selectmen in 1849
John Davis 2d bill for postage
John Davis 2d bill for horse hire
John Davis 2d bill for Railroad fare
Taylor L. Grant’s bill for abatement for 1846
C. O. Osgood’s bill for boarding selectmen
John C. Moulton’s bill for books and stationery
On Moses G. Plumer’s note
Bartlett Hill’s bill of abatements 1850
Bartlett Hill’s bill for collecting in 1859
Taylor L. Grant’s bill for collecting iin 1849
Daniel M. Gale for a bad bill
W. Lovell J. C. Moulton’s note

Paid

for

Roads

and

Bridges.

ee

Paid Jona. G. Dow’s

bill of costs on the Gordon road

“

Oliver M. Page’s

“

Cole, Davis & Co’s bill of timber for

“©
“

B. M. Sanborn’s bill for labor on Meredith bridge
James S. Hoit’s
i

95.64

bill for railing the Weirs bridge

*

Cole, Davis & Co’s bill for timber for

“©
“

F. B. Lawrence’s bill for plank
Hugh Blaisdell’s
ad

4.35

“

17.68

56.84
42.75

‘“

170.90

216
15.07

Bie, acob Smith’s bill for repairing the Cove bridge

3.50

sg
6.
“©
“
“
*¢

Weirs road
9,90
Benj. F.Plumer s bill for surveying roads
2.95
John Russell’s bill of expenses on road
3.75
‘Thomas J. Veasey’s bill for plank and labor
5.00
John 8S. Dolloff ’s bill for breaking road and repairing bridge
4.50
§. Swain’s bill for repairing the J. Plumer road
1. 00

“
¢¢
“
“©

John Ranlet’s bill for breaking
Jona, Robinson’s bill for labor on
Samuel Sanborn’s bill for breaking
John Piper’s bill for plank

“

Henry Swain’s

oh

“

LL. 8S. Swain’s

ji

“

David Plumer’s

“

*
¥
F

in 1850

3.00
4.70
2.68
5.16
3.82

;

397
3.70

“

David P. Hatch’s

“

“©

Alvah Downing’s

“

“
“

Isaac Shaw’s
Luther Sanborn’s

‘1.

Sam’) T, Cram’ s bill

*¢
“
“
“

Josiah Norris’s bill for plank
J. L. Osgood’s
a
J.S. Hart’s
A
John G. Robinson’s “

“¢

Lorenzo D. Davis’s

“
“¢
“
«
«
“

Simeon D. Pease’s bill for breaking road
Daniel P. Smith’s bill for plank
Richard Neal’s bill for labor on the Centre Harbor new road
J.S. Pease’s bill for repairing new road
J. B. Tilton’s bill for plank
Peter Severance's bill for guide boards

3.00
2.00
35.00
2.00
2.04
12.69

“«

James C. Wadleigh’s bill for labor on the turnpike road

27.18

**

-

.

re
bill for plank and breaking the Plumer road

Demerritt N. Drake’s bill for breaking road

ABI

3.68
86
6.80

1.30

12.55

“

3.36
4.40
294
3.93
99.54

$622.50

si

RECAPITULATION,

2 / Paid out on account of Schools
g ¢

~

“™

*

1275.22

On account of Poor

669.02

For roads and bridges
*
For town expenses
2
Note at Belknap County Bank
, Collector’s lists on hand
«. Cash on hand

622.50
2339.11
731.23
1131.69
123.04

$6891.81
6891.81

Amount the Selectmen charge themselves with
Respectfully subscribed by
JOHN

DAVIS, 2d,

SMITH SWAIN,
THOMAS H. “HOLLAND,

é

' SELECTMEN
OF
MEREDITH.

The find them having examined the foregoing accounts of the Selectmen , find them correctly cast and well vouched.

J. G. DOW,
NOAH PEASE, ;pe

7

Liabilities of the Town

Due
“
“

**

of Meredith.

David Plumer
Tra Woodman
Richard Davis

300.00
100.00
200.00

Gideon Piper

“Moses Plumer

300.00
}

200.00
$1100.00

The following items are due the town :—
Due from the County for the support of paupers
Collectors lists and Cash on hand

71.50
1254.73
———— $1325.23

Overseer’s

Report of Affairs at the Alms

INVOICE

i Horse

OF

House.

PROPERTY.

50.00 | 66 bushels Corn

66.00

2 Oxen
5 Cows
3 Shoats

90.00}12
*
Oats
100.00 |200
“
Potatoes
27.00 | 1 bushel Flax Seed

12 tons Hay

120.00 | 62 lbs. Fresh Meat

2 bushels Wheat
10 1-2 bushels Beans
151 lbs. Bacon
50 cords wood
5 1-2 bbls Cider,
600 lbs. Pork
450 lbs. Beef
40 lbs. Flax

5.00
80.00
1.00

4.96

3.00 | 100 lbs. Lard
15.75 | 50 Ibs. Butter

1 bushel Herds Grass Seed
30 lbs. ‘Fallow
44 lbs. dried apples

e

11.00
8.33

3.00 |Half bb]. Apple Sauce & bbl.
3.00
§
Soap and bbls.
15.10 | .1 1-2 bushels Peas

3.00
3.00
2.90

2.42 |Sole and upper Leather

50

50.00
8.25
60.00
22.50
4.00

| 30 lbs. Cheese
1.80
| Coarse and fine Salt
50
| Lumber at house and mill
50.00
| 18 rods stone wall
15.00
| 21 dozen Candles
3.50
6 Bushels Beets, &c.
1.50
‘Amount of Farming Tools, Beds, Bedding, Clothing, Furniture, &c. 641.28

$1472.89

The Overseers of the Poor find the property at the Alms House,
March 1, 1850, to have been appraised at

1450.43

Due from the County

116.50
$1566.93

The amount at the Alms House March 1, 1851
Due from the County

$1472.89
71.50 ——_———
1544.39
=e
$22.54

Amount due the Superintendent, March 1, 1851
Interest on purchase money

99
123

Paid for necessaries at the Alms House
Received of the County for support of paupers on the
towndarm
mF
-

JOHN DAVIS, 2p,
SMITH SWAIN,

ie
Q ——-——-.
$242.00

2

THOS. H. HOLLAND. §

OVERSEERS OF THE Poor,

t0

Names and Ages of Persons at the Alms House, and who
support therefrom.

NAMES.
MALES...........John Haven — David Chough John Tilton
Joseph Batchelder
FEMALES........Lydia Griffin
Susan Edgerly Hannah Smith Olive Hill
Rhoda Farrar Harriet Shepherd
Sally Rowe
-

Hannah Sanborn

*

tn
OMe
-

nel Fe
-

-

-

.
-

-

-

have their

AGE.
60
44
54
27
vi
60
60
Al
53
41
69
4]

~

Note.

The Selectmen’s Report should have been dated March6, 1851.

¥

REPORT
”

lel
ah

Of.the

Superintending

dith, for the

School

Year

Committee,

Ending

for the Town

March,

of Mere=

1851.

Your Committee respectfully report, that they have discharged the duties deyolving upon them in examining Teachers, and visiting and advising
in the various Schools taught in town. Having the reports from 17 Win‘ter, and 9 Summer schools only, we are not prepared to give the statistical
information desirable. Wesincerely hope that punctuality and correctness
in the returns from the various Districts will be secured; for let it be
remembered that the Literary Fund is divided according to the number of
scholars attending school two weeks.
Weare happy in expressing the opinion, that the improvement which
has been made in the most of the districts is very marked, and in all, with
one or two exceptions, quite encouraging.
‘The critical explanations of
rules and problems which we witnessed, show that pupils are generally
becoming more thorough in their studies.
.
The cleanliness and ventilation of the houses observed in several schools
we think is a decided improvement, contributing both to the comfort and
activity of the scholars, as has been very manifest by their cheerfulness;
i
andif investigation were made, happy results would probably be seen in
the better health of the pupils.
Our citizens generally have manifested a deeper interest in the common
school than formerly. This is no small item of encouragement.
Our Teachers for the past year, as a whole, have
of them were the best we have ever had; and but
dedly poor. They succeeded in feaching, perhaps
in some instances ; though the most of the schools

been very good; some
few, if any, were decibetter than in governing
were very orderly.

12

But we regret that in some

instances serjous defects were visible.—

Teachers frequently exhibit a want of enthusiasm—are too tame and
sleepy—do not know how to teach and govern in an agreeable manner.—
They should be able to throw an enchantment over the school room and

make it a luxury to study and recite in their presence.
|
Trregularity in attendance is a very pernicious evil, in nearly all of our
schools. The prompt and punctual pupil suffers by the absence and negligence of his classmate. His backwardness and inattention furnishes a
vile example, calculated to lead others further astray. It is also perplexing
to the instructor; for, irregular scholars are not very well classed with the
punctual; and then the irreparable loss which such sustain themselves, is
truly lamentable. But little interest is generally elicited—superficialness
and habits of heedlessness are contracted, which follow them through life.
Parents and teachers, therefore, should spare no pains to secure as punctual attendance as is practicable.
Reading and spelling are too much neglected; though there is manifest
advancement as compared with former years. Yet more attention should
be bestowed here. In some schools, pupils are allowed to blunder along,
paying as little attention to the punctuation, as to the sense of the author
—reading so fast or so low, that a few of the words only could be understood—spelling without pronouncing the syllables separately, or not pronouncing the words at all—giving little or no attention to the words spelled
by others of the class. It isa work of no small magnitude to learn the
orthography and orthoepy of our language. Yet by due care on the part
of teachers requiring a knowledge of the rules of reading and spelling, and

strict attention in classes, much more accuracy would be visible. Every
youth of suitable age should have either Webster’s or Worcester’s Dictionary constantly at hand to consult, when words of doubtful meaning or
pronunciation meet the eye. As teachers are giving more attention to reading than formerly, it is hoped that greater improvement will be manifest
in future. If instructors have been less successful in governing than formerly in some schools, this, with perhaps one or two exceptions was far
less attributable, as a fault of the teacher, than to the injudicious conduct
of parents; who rarely if ever visit the school to see for themselves,
yet
indulge in expressing opinions concerning the discipline, founded upon the

very uncertain testimony of favorite ones, which are calculated to destroy
all respect for the teacher in the mind of the children, “The teacher has
no right to punish a scholar,” “He shan’t strike my children,” “He was
whipped too bad.” Let kindred remarks to these be reiterated in the presence of scholars and the seeds of discord immediately spring up. Better

18

say with-some of our fathers, “If you get punished at school, I will repeat
it when you get home.” If it is believed that the government of the school
is faulty, take some leisure hour to advise ina friendly manner with the
instructor. At any rate, let our children understand that we will sustain

the teacherin maintaining good order.
We would respectfully suggest that caution be exercised in selecting
teachers. Regard should be had to the condition and advancement of
scholars. Experienced teachers only, and capable of governing well,
should be employed in difficult districts. Tendencies to disorder cannot
be too promptly checked. Ifa school is on the retrograde in this respect
let efficient remedies be applied. Unruly scholars are seldom studious.
It is the opinion of your Committee, that nothing would contribute so effectually to put a quietus upon disorder in schools, as frequent visits from
the parents. Why it is that so few citizens go in and learn the character
of the common school, we cannot imagine. While they watch with ajealous eye the farmer and the mechanic in their employ, visiting them usually once a day, or oftener, but little or no interest is manifested to look
after him who is toiling for the elevation of the “Godlike mind!” Weappeal to parents and ask if this is just? The reports of school committees
through the State show that most satisfactory results attend school visiting.
Try it! Try it!!
Another evil which we most ardently wish to be removed, is,badly located and poorly constructed school houses. Some cheap patch near the
centre of the district, is frequently the site, where anything but pleasantness and salubrity greet the senses—with but a stinted play-ground allowed, the houses being erected so near the road that travelers disturb the
quiet within. And then the architecture(?) We cannot tell towhat order
they belong, but certainly, not any that is best calculated to promote the comfort, excite the pride, or rouse the ambition of the scholars, or fill the ~
mind of the traveller with very elevated ideas of the taste of the communities which rear such temples of science. The intervior, too, is a spectacle
of curiosity; so venerable for antiquarian relics, that on entering one would be
reminded of the sorrowful days of the revolution. The creaking of the
rickety floor and benches—the uncomely old chair and desk—the black and

dilapidated appearance

of all without and within, would

suggest that

such abodes were fit only for the owls and the bats.
Who would wonder if the rosy cheeked and the sparkling eyed lads and
lasses preferred to tread the green carpet, to gaze into the bright blue sky,

and listen to the music of nature from the bounding waters, the gentle
breezes, and the aerial choir; and to gather fresh beauty from the choice

*iano

14
selection of flowers, rather than be incarcerated in such uninviting, uncomfortable halls of science?
But we areserious. Would it not be acting economically, to say nothing
of beauty and convenience, to have at least approximate care and taste bestowed upon school houses, to that which we bestow upon dwelling houses ?
While citizens live in well finished, painted and furnished palaces, located
’mid flowery lawns and vine-covered arbors, adding now and then an improved centre table, sofa, or piano forte, would it not be judicious to look
a little to the fitness of those places where our children spend some three
or four whole years of their formative days? While we shelter our ‘‘domestics,” even, in improved stables and pens, shall we care less for our children’s improvement & happiness? As some of our citizens contemplate repa iring their old, or building new school houses, we respectfully suggest that
proper locations, construction and ventilation is of vast importance, as it
relates to the comfort, health, improvement and habits of the rising gener-

ation. ‘The onward march of improvement is waking the country to this
subject. In Rhode Island, as will be seen by the school laws published
in 1845, ‘no schoo! district can draw its distributive share of any appropriations made by the State, or towns, unless one or more public school has
been taught in the district, by a teacher properly qualified, in a school house
approved by the school committee of the town.’
Efforts were made through that State to erect a model house in each
county—committees withheld the public money from districts where houses
were not school-worthy. ‘Their school reports show that the result of this
measure is most happy. “A complete renovation, nay, arevolution passed
over the school houses of this State. Old, dilapidated, repulsive, incommodious houses having given place to new, neat and attractive structures
in a majority of the districts. The few poor houses which remain, if they
can resist much longer the attac)s of the elements, cannot stand up against
the accumulated weight of public condemnation.”
Let New Hampshire take like commendable measures and our reward
is sure and ample.
We would especially call the attention of the citizens to the importance
of enlarging the appropriations made to support common schools.
We are happy to learn that the late Convention, for the Revision of the
Constitution, recommended a small increase of appropriation (one twentyfifth) but regret that it is not more. It is hoped, however, that Merepirn,
the most populous town in the County, and only the eighth in the State,
will make liberal appropriations, beyond that of the State, and set a worthy example to sister towns.

15

We regret, exceedingly, to see by the last report of our State Commissioner, that Mrrepiru is considerably below the averaged rank in liberality, in appropriations made to educate our youth.
Five towns in this
County, and one hundred and forty-two in the State, go beyond this, while
only two in
this County, and seventy-seven in the State, fall below.
Our
schools, through the town, are much too short; several having only one
term of about eight weeks during the year.
Meredith scholars have only
$1,63 each, ‘annually appropriated to their benefit, from both the taxes and
literary fund, and only $38,77 was added by citizens in board and fuel last
year. Is this all an American freeman, a New-Englander, a New-Hampshire child, a priceless soul, demands?
While it is very desirable that
the fostering care of the state should be extended to sustain this bulwark
of our liberties, in appointing a state Superintendent of Common Schools,
and in enlarged appropriations, and thata Starr Norman Scuoot be
amply sustained and patronized, we most ardently hope that our town will
not long remain in the rear in this enterprise.

Por
P EVADE:
It will be conceded on all hands, that the proper education of the rising
generation, is scarcely second to any enterprise whatever.
But it should
_never be forgotten that the rudiments of science are learned in the common school. Here, if anywhere, is laid the foundation of intellectual, if
not moral greatness. Our youth generally receive their first impetus and
love of learning in the common school, whether they finish their rence
es under the tutorage of the common schoolmaster, or tread in the profound depths of the laboratory of science, and decipher the dark and hidden writings which crowd the libraries of classic lore.
We learn by the
report of the Secretary of State, that only about one eighth of the pupils
in Belknap County, attend any other than the common schools. Quite a
large proportion of these make no considerable advancement beyond that
which they there obtained.
‘The common school, then, is the great fountain, whence a large majority of our youth are to draw intellectual
strength and discipline, preparatory to their various callings.
Here, in
embryo, are our Physicians, Barristers, Ministers, Legislators, Governors
and Presidents. Here our youth are inhaling principles and contracting
habits which are not so easily changed.
The fused metal will assume
the shape of any pattern desired, but when cooled it is unyielding.
The
mind, in the warmth of youth, easily recieves impresses, and minutely;
but its ardor once cooled, it becomes far less susceptible of improvement.
The great apathy which pervades the community in regard to popular ed-

16

'

ucation, is truly deplorable. Even parents, surrounded by their priceless
“germs of immortality,” are often shockingly indifferent here ! .
But the fact should ever impress us, that unless the youth of our day
ascend higher in the scale of intelligence than did our fathers, they will
fail to meet the expectations of the world. The superior and. increasing
facilities now offered, demand a corresponding struggle for greater pro-

gress. Let Excelsior be our motto!

The astonishing analysis of the

chemist
— the sublime research of the philosopher
— the profound depth

and foresight of the statesman —the eloquence of the orator —and the
fineimaginings of the poet, all beckon us onward!
It is but yesterday
that Fulton’s first steamboat, cheered on by the rapturous shouts of ag
ing multitudes, dashed along the Hudson — that Morse, standing at(Washington, an auditor, with lightning speed Bei soe the nation by teleyraph
with the President’s message.
By the aid of science, governments become more permanent and happy,
and true religion more lovely. But what is the cause of this accelerated
advancement of the times?
There can be but one answer — it is the
general diffusion of knowledge. A popular author of the day, says, that
“ Hducation is destined to become the common heritage of man.” Butthe
main instrumentality in effecting this, must be the Common School. Here,
then, is a vast reservoir of influence. Let these nurseries of intelligence
be watched with an eagle eye, and guarded by philanthropic hands! Let
parents, teachers, and committees inhale an inspiration worthy of the times,
upon this subject, and encourage the ambition of the youth toiling up the
@etceps “of the hill of science!
'_. Napoleon’s success, as a conqueror, was attributable in no small degree, ©
to his sagacity in selecting his officers. He watched his men, to discover
and promote extraordinary genius. While crossing the Alps, a common
soldier was observed, continually casting expressive glances backward,
surveying the vast extent of country, enlarging as they ascended. As
they neared the towering summit which seemed to lean against the opposite sky, and kingdoms became the theatre of his vision, his bosom began
to heave with agitation. At length his emotions spurned all further control, and springing from the ranks, and mounting the summit, he brandished his musket aloft, exclaiming, ‘‘ Arrentrion— Universe!
Waren
By Krnepoms!”

What a revelation of a thirst

for power!

Let a cor-

responding enthusiasm for learning be encouraged and properly directed,
and the result will be most glorious !
JOHN

K. YOUNG,

GILES LEACH,
FRANCIS REED,

SupERINTENDING
ScHoOoL
COMMITTEE,

Ph
“4

;

